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Rex Files 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rex and Burmese Cat Fanciers of South Australia Inc is a GCCFSA-

affiliated club for lovers of Devon Rex, Cornish Rex, Selkirk Rex and 

Burmese.  The club aims to promote these breeds in a fun and friendly manner.  

We welcome breeders as well as pet owners and show exhibitors.  Members 

get together on a regular basis for meetings and social events.  The 

club brings out a quarterly magazine and holds a show every year. 

 

Joining is easy: just fill in one of the membership forms and return it with the 

fees. 

 

For more information, visit http://rex-fanciers.weebly.com/ 

 
Contact details: 

President     Secretary / Treasurer 

Jenny Simmons     Dianne Dolman 

0447 660 018     041 205 1766 / (08) 8447 2489 

hindbulk@optusnet.com.au   brookside@internode.on.net 

 

Vice-President / Kitten Enquiry Officer   Newsletter Editor 

Pam Denham      Jenny Shanahan 

0407 972 066/ (08) 8285 9995   0435 360 398 

bob.denham@hotmail.com    jhs.maddy@gmail.com 
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Rex Files 

March, 2012 

 
 A CAT’S VERSATILE EARS AND POWERFUL ABLITY TO HEAR 

Welcome to the second newsletter for the year. Any suggestions on what 

you want to read about or any comments are welcome.   

 

If you want to know when and where the next meeting is, please contact us 

and we look forward to seeing you soon.   

 
 

 

Happy St Patricks Day 
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The Rex and Burmese Cat Show 2012 

 

The Rex and Burmese cat show will be held on 19th August 2012 at Clovelly 

Park Primary School gymnasium, 1 Renown Place, Clovelly Park SA 5042.   

 

As a club fundraiser we held a raffle at last year’s cat show and wish to 

replicate that success this year.  To do so, we would love prizes to be 

donated by club members, businesses or sponsors.   

 

 

 
 



Page 4 of 10  

 

Breeder Profile 
 

Get to know the members of the Rex and Burmese Cat Fanciers of South 

Australia.  This edition we talk to Leisl Brown, Devon Rex breeder.   

 

Q – What is your favourite breed of cat? 

Devon Rex and Sphinx 
 

Q - Do you have a favourite animal (other than cats of course)? 

Yes Neapolitan/French mastiff 
 

Q – How long have you been a breeder? 

5 years 
 

Q – What has been your favourite holiday? 

Bali 2011 I was married for the first time there 
 

Q – What is your ideal day? 

No hassles or silly dramas 
 

Q – Do you have a favourite book or movie? 

Sin City 
 

Q – If you could invite 5 people dead or alive to dinner who would it be? 

Mum (deceased), Step Father Robbie (deceased), best friend in high 

school Kerry Armstrong (deceased), husband Simon and Tomo from HAMC 

(deceased) 
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Hyperthyroidism in Cats 
The following article is from: 

Vets4Pets 
Ridgehaven Mawson Lakes Northgate  

Angle Vale Golden Grove Salisbury Park 

 

What is hyperthyroidism? 

Hyperthyroidism is excessive production of the thyroid hormone in 

the body due to the presence of a benign tumour (95-98% of cases) in the 

thyroid gland.  It is one of the most common hormonal disorders in cats. 

Hyperthyroidism may occur in dogs as well although rarely and is usually the 

result of a malignant tumour.  The thyroid gland hormone called thyroxin is 

one of the most important hormones in the body.  Its production in the 

thyroid gland is controlled by the pituitary gland in the brain.  However, as a 

result of the tumour in the thyroid gland, the gland works overtime and does 

not respond to signals from the pituitary gland.  Excessive amount of 

thyroxin in the body makes body work much harder than usual.  Some 

sources claim that there is correlation between feeding wet food and 

hyperthyroidism in cats while others state that it occurs as a result of cats 

reaching old age.  Genetic factors seem to be also involved. 

Who gets it? 

Cats older than 7 years of age are mostly affected however if can 

occur in cats as young as four.  Breed does not seem to be an important 

factor and the reason why it happens is unclear. 

How do I know that my pet suffers from hyperthyroidism? 

The symptoms can vary significantly because the whole body is 

affected. The most common sign is good appetite with weight loss.  Other 

symptoms that can be noticed are enlarged thyroid glands on palpation, 

abnormal heart rhythm called gallop rhythm, dry lustreless coat, aggression, 
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chronic vomiting, diarrhoea and hyperactivity or lethargy.  Increase in water 

intake and panting can also be noticed. 

How is hyperthyroidism diagnosed in cats? 

Having one or two of the abovementioned symptoms does not mean 

that your cat has hyperthyroidism.  Blood tests are needed to confirm your 

vet’s provisional diagnosis.  Total T4 is one of the blood tests often used to 

diagnose the disease.  However it is not always conclusive because the levels 

of thyroxin in the body can be affected by concurrent disease and 

medications.  Additional blood tests such as free T4 and T3 suppression 

tests may be needed to confirm the diagnosis.  Your vet will advise you on 

the best tests available for your cat. 

Why is treatment so important? 

 If the cat is left untreated it may develop multiple problems such as heart 

failure, increased blood pressure and blindness as a result of this.  Chronic 

diarrhoea and vomiting can be often present and reduce your pet’s quality of 

life.  Medications are readily available and cost effective and there are many 

treatments available.  

How is hyperthyroidism treated? 

Not all cats need the same treatment.  The treatment depends of the 

health of the animal, risks involved, the owner’s ability to medicate the cat, 

and cost. 

Neomercazole is a drug that is successfully used in the treatment of 

hyperthyroid cats.  It comes in a form of tablet that is usually administered 

twice daily.  It is the cheapest treatment option but sometimes it can be 

hard for the owner to medicate especially if the cat is not easy to handle. 

Methimazole transdermal gel works like Neomercazole by suppressing 

the production of thyroxin in the thyroid gland.  It is applied to skin instead 

of orally.  It is a bit more expensive but easier to use, however THE OWNER 

MUST WEAR GLOVES OR APPLY THE GEL WITH A COTTON BUD because 

it can be harmful to humans. 

Once your cat has undergone initial treatment with Neomercazole or 

Methimazole it needs a blood test two weeks after the treatment 
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commenced.  This is to confirm that the dose was high enough to be 

effective.  In some cases a blood test to check kidneys and liver is done at 

the same time – your veterinarian will inform you on the tests that are 

needed.  If the initial treatment was successful your cat will need six 

monthly check ups and blood tests to make sure everything is in order. 

There is also a surgical option.  Surgery consists of the removal of the 

abnormal thyroid gland tissue however the parathyroid glands can be 

damaged in this procedure and as a result of this the cat may have issues 

with low blood calcium.  Also there is anaesthetic risk and the cat must be a 

good surgical candidate. 

Radioactive Iodine Therapy is the latest treatment with a high 

success rate and can be done at specialised practices.  It is successful in 96-

98% of cases and provides a permanent cure.  The drawback is the cost and 

the cat has to stay in hospital until all radioactive iodine is eliminated from 

the body. 

Monitoring treatment is important 

Once stabilised your cat will need a six monthly blood test to make 

sure the values of thyroxin are within target range.  Also your veterinarian 

may check liver and kidney enzymes when needed since some cats may 

develop secondary problems (e.g. kidney and liver disease) and should be 

monitored closely.  Talk to your vet about the best approach for your cat. 

http://vets4pets.com.au/hyperthyroidism-cats/ 
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“Homer’s Odyssey” 
by Gwen Cooper 

 

 
 

 

“The last thing Gwen Cooper wanted was another cat.  She already had 

two, not to mention a phenomenally underpaying job and a recently broken 

heart.  Then Gwen’s veterinarian called with a story about a three-week-old 

eyeless kitten who’d been abandoned.  It was love at first sight.  
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“Everyone warned that Homer would always be an ‘underachiever’.  But 

the kitten nobody believed in quickly grew into a three-pound dynamo with a 

giant heart who eagerly made friends with every human who crossed his 

path.  Homer scaled seven-foot bookcases with ease, survived being trapped 

alone for days after 9/11 in an apartment near the World Trade Centre, and 

even saved Gwen’s life when he chased off an intruder who broke into their 

home in the middle of the night.  But it was Homer’s unswerving loyalty, his 

infinite capacity for love, and his joy in the face of all obstacles that 

transformed Gwen’s life.  And by the time she met the man she would marry, 

she realized that Homer had taught her the most valuable lesson of all:  Love 

isn’t something you see with your eyes.” 

 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/homers-odyssey-gwen-cooper/1015970165 
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Happy Easter to all 

members and safe 

travels. 
 

 
 

Source: http://www.skeezixthecat.com/images/easterBunnyCats_sm.jpg 

 

Once again if you have any suggestions or comments please let us know.   
 

~~~The end~~~ 


